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From the Manager’s Desk
For many years the City has envisioned a new home for 
the Farmers Market that would double as an Ice Rink 
in the winter months. This permanent facility would 
shelter the vendors and market patrons and provide a 
refrigerated ice surface free from the unpredictability 
of Mother Nature. It was previously thought that this 
plan might happen 5 or 10 years from now, but a call 
from the State Economic Development Office has 
greatly expedited the City’s plans.

The facility will be located directly across the street 
from City Hall, immediately north of Bernie’s Place. 
The approximately 90’ X 140’ pavilion will have 
public restrooms, food prep area, outdoor fireplace, 
Zamboni garage, and picnic area. It will accommodate 
an approximately 70’ X 125’ ice surface. Along with 
the Farmers Market and Ice Rink the space will host 
Downtown events like the Chili Cook Off and could be 
reserved for private events such as birthday parties and 
open houses. There are still some approvals pending, 
but all signs point toward construction starting in the 
spring of 2020. Thoughts and ideas regarding this 
project are welcomed, call 231-592-4058 or email 
mgifford@cityofbr.org.

Hello, my name is Gail Dolbee, I am the Assessor 
for the City of Big Rapids. I began my tenure at the 
City in 2007 as the Administrative Assistant for the 
Public Works Department. I moved to the Assessing 
Department in 2010 as the Assessing Technician.

The next five years were filled with hundreds of 
hours of education, both on and off the job. The City 
supported me every step of the way on my journey to 
become the City Assessor. I was also fortunate enough 
to have an outstanding mentor, Dan Kirwin, who 
was the Contract Assessor for the City. Dan bridged 
the gap between classroom theory and the real life 
application of mass appraisal principals. I will forever 
be grateful for Dan’s expertise.

In 2015, I achieved my goal of becoming a Michigan 
Advanced Assessor (MAAO) and subsequently, I was 
appointed by the City Commission to be the Assessor 
for the City of Big Rapids. It was an accomplishment 
that I am very proud of and it has been my pleasure to 

Meet and Greet: 
Gail Dolbee, City Assessor

At the City Commission
On June 3rd, the City Commission heard updates 
on the Community Library and a grant program for 
home renovations on the eastside of the City, and 
had a work session to discuss required maintenance 
for one of the runways at Roben-Hood Airport. 

Regular business included adoption of the City 
budget for 2019/2020 and citizen appointments to 
City Boards and Committees. The City is grateful to 
have dedicated resident volunteers help the City 
function smoothly and grow thoughtfully. If you’re 
interested in volunteering on a City board, contact 
the City Clerk at 231-592-4020.



serve not only the City but also the residents of the Big 
Rapids community.

Property Tax Administration can be a very complex 
issue; however, it is my personal philosophy that part 
of my responsibilities is to help educate individuals 
if they have questions or concerns about how their 
property is being valued or what exemptions they 
may or may not qualify for. 

The Michigan General Property Tax Act (Act 206 of 
the Public Act of 1893) established a basic framework 
of schedules and procedures for the assessment and 
collection of property tax. It states: “all property, real 
and personal, within the jurisdiction of this state, not 
expressly exempted, shall be subject to taxation”. 
Because statutes, court decisions, opinions of the 
Attorney General, and rules of administrative agencies 
all have a bearing on the assessment procedures, 
assessors must also be familiar with the Michigan 
Compiled Laws, which include all of the Michigan 
statutes, as well as those dealing specifically with the 
taxation of real and personal property.

It is within these statutes where assessors find the 
rules and guidance to make the multitude of decisions 
that are necessary for the administration of property 
tax law. Assessments are to be accurate, uniform and 
fair. Assessors must follow statute when setting about 
this task. Taxpayers are encouraged to come into the 
assessing office or go online to look at their property 
record card. We are happy to go over the information 
with taxpayers. Having correct information helps to 
ensure accurate, uniform, and fair assessments. 

Taxpayers also have the right to challenge the value 
opinion of the assessor. Values are determined each 
year, taxpayers are given the opportunity to review, 
and if necessary, challenge those values. Taxpayers can 
appeal at the local level at the March Board of Review. 
If they are not satisfied with the decision, they may 
appeal further to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. Taxpayers 
have a voice and a right to be heard. Knowing your 
rights and following the procedures to exercise those 
rights are fundamental in the assessment process. 

I have a passion for my profession, and I feel very 
fortunate to be able to work in a community as fine as 
Big Rapids as well as with others at City Hall who care 
deeply for the community they serve.

By the Numbers: 05/20-06/02
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 3,024 Total Passengers
• 3,024 Demand Response Passengers
• 357 Adult Riders and 1,213 Child Riders
• 1,454 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• On May 21st, brothers Antonio and Paris Jones 

pleaded guilty to the shooting at a residence in 
the 400 block of Fuller on February 1st.

• The U.S. Attorney’s Office is believed to be taking 
over the case of three brothers alleged to have 
passed counterfeit bills in the area in April. The 
brothers are held in the Mecosta County Jail.

• On June 3, Ken Rowley was sentenced to 
7 to 20 years in prison for the delivery of 
methamphetamine to multiple people over a 
week in April 2018.

• The Fire Division responded to 39 calls for 
service.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• “The Faygo Book” program, with author Joe 

Grimm, at 6PM on June 13 to learn about the 
history and stories of one of Michigan’s favorite 
pop companies.

• Scholastic Book Fair, June 17-21 at the Library.
• “Universe of Stories” is the theme of the 2019 

Summer Reading Program which kicks off on 
Friday June 18. 

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Big Rapids Farmers Market
The Farmers Market happens twice a week through 
the fall on on Tuesdays from 12 - 5PM  and on Fridays 
from 8AM - 2PM.

Meet and Greet continued.

Charles E. Fairman Community Pool
The Community Pool will open on June 17th this 
season and will close on August 16th. Regular 
programming includes swim lessons, open swim, 
lap swim, the Basic Water 
Rescue Course, Lifeguard 
Training, Handicapped 
Swim, and Water Babies. 
For more information, call 
the pool at 231-796-7798.


